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: WASHINGTON - Sen, Jesse Helms

" has called Sen. Richard Lugar, ‘once’

. or twice aweek from North Carolina "
for the last five or six weeks just 104

- chat -about Amerxcan foreign-policy.

- Recently, Helms (R, N.C.) asked:
- Lugar whethér three businessmen

~from Ralelgh' N@ could fly here to-
~tell Lugar their sentiments on where”
" the United States should be heading -
" internationally. Lugar (R., Ind.) met -
wnh them for half an hour

“Why has Helms directed so much

. personal attennon Lugar’s way? Like .

«others witha vital interestin foreign
--affairs, Helms just wants a few words"
~With the new ¢hairman of the Senate -

v v Foreign Reélations Committee.. . -

- -~ Helms pass

-in Lugar’s cHaxr reluctantly -honor- -

ring.a campalgn pledge to remain as

~chairman ‘of ‘the Senate Agriculture

“Committee.' Now Helms is watching |
- Lugar take the Jead on international
Jissues that he‘d like. to have a hand
_in as well. . :

f That presents Lugar with yet an-
other comphcatlon as he assumes a
post that, to;begin with, carries a re- -
election Jmi ‘The last threg commit-;

. tee chaxrmep were voted ot of their
Senate seats, with Charles Percy; the

" lllinois Repubhcan the latest v1ct1m

.

C’ommzttee dwtded

.; Lugar is’ takmg ‘over a' ‘committee
' that in recent years has been bitterly:
."divided on major foreign, policy 15-\

» sues and largely ineffectual as a.re-!
o sult Forging a bipartisan consensus
»on the committée will be difficult, if
T.got 1mpossnble, durmg the 99th
~Congress.”. :
...mThe Indlana Repubhcan wili be,'-

~forced to serve as an intermediary -
-'between conservative White House

up the chance to sit |

.forelgn policy aides and a Stafe De-J
partment run,by career foreign serv-.
~ice officers and Secretary of State.
George P. Shultz, a-moderate. - |

Finally, Lugar must also contend .

‘with his image in Congress as a
staunch. White House loyalist. Lugar

" voted with President Reagan 95 per-
cent of the time in 1983; no other ! ‘
‘member of Congress aligned himself -
more ‘closely with administration :
policies. ,Lugar ;will have to over- I
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come thdt image if he hopes’ o forge b

a foreigh pplicy consensus in the
comnuttee and Congress, commmee
aides say. -

Lugar’s wilhngness to follow ad-
ministratig)

? forms ‘his: opinions, he may find it

té .policy precedes him to.

such’an-extént.that despite his repu- '
: ‘tanon @ a man who researches ma-
jor- 4ssues thoroughly before he’

Takmg a lead
on foreign affairs

~impossible to'convince committee "’
. Demdcrats that he ic willing to hear ‘

vhexr side, the aides sayz, .

“ However, turnmg the country in

tnew directions on foreign ‘policy’ —-~.
nas well as restormg the committee's
»influence i~ appears to be very much :

wor- Lugars mind these days. - ,
. “These ,are grave times,” Lugar
:;sald durmg a recent interview. “I
- think the’Foreign Relations Commit-

o'tee will be an extremely important -

. committee in the next two years. I'm

’really looking forward to the chal-

.'lenge. Everything I've ever goné into
~I've rejuvenated and changed, and I
".don’t-ex
: dxfferent"’ 3 el

‘Unless]Lugar moves quxckly to as-'

~- sure Democrats in Congress that he

can act independently of the White

£y "Clearly, Lugar would like to make
ithe. committee more, visiblé than it’s
:been’inthe past, butI would see his
rrole as.advancing the administra-
~ton’s foreign policy as much as.pos-
rsible said a top Democranc
comnmtee alde et o

Cl- thxs sxtuanon to be any~

House, the committee.could be stale- |

mated for two more years, aides say.
-“Republicans are only going to

- have a one-vote majority on'the com-=
mittee, and at least two of the Repub-".

licans do tend to bolt to _the. other |
side,” said a Republican committee
aide. “And ‘there is a very unified

<Democrauc mmorxty on’ thel

_committee.”
“If Lugar is unable to work with the
,’Democrat_s on his committee, as Per- |

. ¢y. was frequently unable to do, it],
. will “present somé real problems for |

- him,” the Republican aide added.
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, eign Relations, chairman, he sent a

“take a tougher public stand. .against
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Since assuming control of the com- .

X mittee in late November, Lugar, per--
" haps in_an effort to tone, down his
* image as- a}White House loyalist, has ;
~taken some" high- profile stances on

“foreign pohcy ver B
et
e In one of his'first moves as For*

‘private letter to Reagan warning him
'that his administration needed to

apartheid in South Africa.

e Lugar asked the Senate Inte‘m
gence Committee stafl to investigate *
reports that the Army had carried
out secret helicopier missions in

al America to aid pro-American’ 7
forces there. And he has floated a
_proposal that the United States per-
manently cut off funding to US-
backed rebels in Central America if |
Nicaragua agrees not to export its

leftist . revolution to nearby coun-

e He announced that he intended
to hold a broad series of hearings on
all aspects of American foreign poli-
cy early. this year in an attempt to

salve some ideological wounds in-.
flicted in previous years.

¢ He met prlvately with Shultz af-
ter conservatives complained that
the secretary of state was orchestrat- |
ing an “ideological purge” at the
State Department.

Lugar said later that most of the

'personnel changes Shultz was plan- B
ning — replacing cqnservative polit- -
ical -appointees in many instances -

+ with moderate, career foreign serv- "J

, ice officers — were good choices and :
. that he would “do his best™'to make 3
“:sure’ his commmee approved the ’]
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